Tune into ABC Channel 10 Monday July 18th at 5:00 for a story on the Dangers of the over use of Vaccines

What happened in our case

· On May 8th, 2005 I noticed that Ginger was not pulling me on the leash. Next thing I knew she had collapsed on the floor. We took her immediately to the Animal Emergency Clinic. She had emergency surgery to stop the internal bleeding from what was believed to be a hematoma on the spleen.  

· After the emergency passed she was diagnosed and treated for an auto immune disorder. That attacks your red blood cells and destroys them. That may be why the spleen was in trouble.

· Eight days (May17th) after the emergency splenectomy; we thought Ginger was fully recovering but then suddenly that night, her body just shut down with vomiting, convulsions and loss of bowels. She either had a heart attack or a stroke. They called it a blot clot (thrombus).  

· After much research I have found that it is widely believed that the over use of vaccinations is a cause for the auto immune disorder. 

· So it’s unclear just as to exactly what killed her without an autopsy but either way the auto immune disorder was a major component. 

· What I’d like to convey to every pet owner is how important is that you find a vet you click with, preferably a holistic one that is going to take a more natural approach to healthcare.  Get informed, go regularly, ask questions, get annual check ups, have complete blood work panels performed, and watch for any unusual symptoms.  

· Please don’t get the wrong message from this incident, vaccinations are important but should be administered only when necessary. 

· If I had been aware of a procedure called the Titer test that lets you check the immune status our dog might still be alive.  When you think about the death of a pet you loved so much, it’s bad enough but when you think about the fact that you played a role in it, it’s overwhelming

· I feel I was misled by the message that comes from all sides: “are your vaccinations up to date? How many places are you asked that question? The Vets office, vaccination clinics (that send you annual reminders) like at Petco and grocery store parking lots, any boarding facility, pet sitter and some state parks and hotels.

Denise Rolen

858-672-6199

San Diego, CA 92129
Immune Mediated Hemolytic Anemia (IMHA) 
· Immune-mediated hemolytic anemia is a condition where the patient's immune system begins attacking its own red blood cells.  What occurs on a microscopic level is that the branch of the immune system that produces antibodies begins to direct them against the patient's own red blood cells. 

· The red blood cells become quickly coated with tiny antibody proteins, essentially marking these red blood cells for destruction. 

· The symptoms of Immune Mediated Hemolytic Anemia (IMHA) can appear suddenly or gradually. The signs are usually related to the lack of oxygen. 

· The dog becomes usually weak, lethargic with increased heart and respiration rate because the heart has to work the heart has to work harder Pale mucous gums, ears, eyelids may be observed. 

· The dog also may appear to be jaundice. The dog may also show signs of wasting. Even with normal eating although there may be vomiting or abdominal pain or/and Owners may blood in the urine or stool. The urine may be dark orange or even brown. There may be a loss of appetite.

· The spleen enlarges as it finds itself processing far more damaged red blood cells than it normally does.

· There is some thinking that vaccination can trigger IMHA. Insect bites have also been implicated. Both have been temporally associated with the development of AIHA. The relationship between recent vaccination and IMHA development is one of the factors that has led most universities to go to an every 3 year schedule for the standard DHLPP vaccine for dogs, rather than the traditional annual schedule.

The Titer Test

· Since Ginger’s death I NOW know there is a test called the Titer test. If I had known about that we would have gladly had it run to see if she needed a booster.

· The term “titer” refers to the strength or concentration of a substance in a solution. When testing vaccine titers in dogs, a veterinarian takes a blood sample from a dog and has the blood tested for the presence and strength of the dog’s immunological response to a viral disease. If the dog demonstrates satisfactory levels of vaccine titers, the dog is considered sufficiently immune to the disease, or possessing good “immunologic memory,” and not in need of further vaccination against the disease at that time.
· Let’s urge these clinics like Vetco and the ones that they hold outside of Albertsons to run Titer tests instead of just shot gunning our pets with potentially deadly over vaccinations. 
Several of the credentialed sources I have spoken to since Ginger’s death tell me, “oh yes, we never vaccinate our older pets”…..
Sources for pg 2 above:

http://www.veterinarypartner.com/Content.plx?P=A&S=0&C=0&A=1390
http://www.canine-epilepsy-guardian-angels.com/titer_test.htm

Other complications:

This particular complication is the leading cause of death for dogs with IMHA (between 30% to 80% of dogs that die of IMHA die due to thromboembolic disease). A thrombus is a large blood clot that occludes a blood vessel. The vessel is said to be thrombosed. Embolism refers to smaller blood clots, spitting off the surface of a larger thrombus. These mini-clots travel and occlude smaller vessels thus interfering with circulation. The inflammatory reaction that normally ensues to dissolve errant blood clots can be disastrous if the embolic events are occurring throughout the body.

Could have helped her?

Heparin, a natural anticoagulant, may be used in hospitalized patients (or in patients with predisposing factors for embolism) as a preventive.

After the death of our dog Ginger I began researching the options and decided to go a more holistic, natural way with our next dogs healthcare.  I contacted Dr. Jean Dodds of HemoPet and she referred me to these Holistic vets in the San Diego area:

Dr. Patricia Ungar at Kensington Vet  (619) 584-8418 

Dr. Tamara Hebbler who has a house-call practice 877-738-4673. 

Dr. Kirk Feinberg at Governor Animal Clinic 858-453-6312.

Dr. Andy Zuckerman who does regular relief work at different hospitals. Couldn’t find a number for him.

Attending Doctors for Ginger’s care after the Emergency

Animal Emergency Clinic

12775 Poway Road

Poway, CA 92064

858-748-7387

Dr. Wishnack performed the emergency surgery

Midland Animal Clinic 

14210 Midland

Poway, CA 92064

858-748-4412

Dr. Switzer follow up Doctor diagnosed with IMHA and treated.

Ginger’s Medical History

1996 I took Ginger to Scripps Ranch Veterinary Hospital  

9990 Scripps Ranch Blvd. 

858-566-4912

1997 I started taking her annually to the Petco clinics for vaccinations (operated by Vetco, 19050 Brookhurst, Huntington Beach, CA (714) 378-8520). 

1997-1999 she went to Animal Medical Hospital of Poway  14031 Poway Road, Poway, CA 92064 Dr. Singh 858-748-5989 for spaying and regular vaccinations.

1998 Companion Animal Clinic 1215-A Escondido Blvd.

Escondido, CA 92025 760-742-2751 ear cleaning Dr. Knox

1999-2001 Kensington Veterinary Hospital 3817 Adams Ave. 

San Diego, CA 92116 85-584-8418 Teeth cleaning and anal glands and regular check up. No vaccinations.

2002 - Emergency toxicity poisoning to Animal Emergency Clinic and then Midland. Nothing since then up until this year, 2005.
